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In June 2012, President Barack Obama “designated Afghanistan a ‘major non-NATO ally.’”i In 

mid-March 2014, President Karzai surprisingly endorsed Moscow’s policy of annexing Crimea, 

thus, ignoring U.S. position on preserving Ukrainian territorial integrity and standing to Russian 

expansion.ii  

This rhetoric was later reaffirmed by Afghan Foreign Ministry’s spokesperson.iii However, 

Afghanistan wisely amended its position after casting a neutral vote in the UN General Assembly 

in late March regarding the status of Crimea.iv   

Earlier that month in an interview with the Washington Post, Karzai had said that, “Al-Qaida is 

more myth than reality.”v Looking at the wider picture, despite U.S. government’s insistence on 

signing the Bilateral Security Agreement, Karzai has remained determined to not sign it.  

Furthermore, Karzai had been very tough toward the U.S. regarding the status of formerly U.S.-

controlled Bagram prison. In the end, after long negotiations the US handed over the detention 

center to Afghanistan last year in March.vi To further American anger, the Karzai government 

decided to free 88 dangerous prisoners accused of terror attacks on Afghan and US troops in 

February.vii  

In addition, Karzai has remained an outspoken critic of U.S. military operations in Afghanistan, 

especially night raids. According to military experts, night raids, alongside drones, are the most 

effective way of confronting the terrorists.  

Also, Karzai never hesitates to condemn any coalition airstrike that has inadvertent casualties. 

However, his condemnation of Taliban’s terrorist attacks has been less severe, and at times there 

has been no condemnation at all.  

Karzai’s attitude toward the U.S. was different between 2001 and 2009. He rarely took anti-

American stance, especially in public. But it was after his controversial reelection that his 

rhetoric changed.  

On April 1, 2010, speaking at Afghanistan Independent Election Commission, Karzai accused 

the US of having interfered in previous year’s presidential election.viii He went on and warned 

the U.S. that the nature of insurgency might change into a nation-wide uprising against the US.ix  

To better understand why Karzai is doing all this, one must look at the Afghan history. A former 

top U.S. diplomat in Afghanistan said, Karzai is worried that history might regard him a foreign 

puppet, one like Shah Shuja whom the British installed to the throne of Kabul in the 1830s.x Like 
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Karzai—who has been on the CIA payroll—Shah Shuja too was on the payroll of a foreign 

country: Britain.xi  

Since then, Shah Shuja’s name has become synonymous with being a foreign puppet. 

Interestingly, both Shah Shuja and Karzai are from the same Popalzai tribe.xii However, Karzai 

seems to have become determined to prevent himself from becoming another Shah Shuja in 

history. Therefore, he wants to be seen as a leader who has not been submissive to foreigners, 

especially the Americans.  

To this end, Karzai has condemned the Gandamak and Durand agreements of 1879 and 1893 

respectively, which Britain imposed on Afghanistan.xiii Given this, lately Karzai has laid out his 

conditions for singing the BSA with the U.S.: first, an end to night raids by US troops; second, 

the U.S. should bring the Taliban to the negotiating table.xiv The latter condition is unrealistic 

because the Taliban have ruled out negotiations with the Karzai government.xv  

No one can bring any side to the negotiating table, if they do not want to negotiate. Karzai—as 

an experienced negotiator—knows this very well. Nonetheless, Karzai’s anti-U.S. rhetoric is not 

representative of will of the Afghan people who want long-term friendship with the U.S. That is 

why their representatives to the Loya Girga in Kabul endorsed the BSA by a majority last 

November. 

Having had tense relations with the Karzai government, for its part, the U.S. can take several 

steps in relation to Afghanistan. First, since all the major candidates have announced their 

willingness to sign the BSA, the US should wait for the outcome of April 5 presidential election 

and then sign the BSA with the new president. Secondly, the U.S. should keep an eye on the 

Karzai government so that the latter does not rig the election.  

Third, the U.S. should make sure that the results of the election are not delayed until August, 

especially if there is a runoff. If the next president does not come to office before August, it is 

likely that the BSA will not be signed, leading in turn to complete US and NATO troop 

withdrawal by the end of year.  

Finally, under the next Afghan president the U.S. should not limit the scope of its relations with 

Afghanistan to one person—the president. United States’ experience with Karzai indicates how 

one person can hijack the will of an entire nation. Instead, the U.S. should build long-term bonds 

with the Afghan people and try to win further hearts and minds by upholding its commitment of 

respecting Afghan sovereignty and staying out of internal Afghan politics.      
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