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The International Symposium on Cultural Diplomacy in the USA is an international conference held by 
the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy in association with high-profile international partners. This year´s 
event brings together key stakeholders from the US, Europe, and across the world to reflect on the fu-
ture of US and European foreign policy and related issues. The program will consist of keynote speech-
es, lectures, and panel discussions that will provide the audience with an opportunity to gain insights, 
reflect on, discuss and debate the salient issues.

The 2011 conference will focus on the theme “The Roles and Responsibilities of the US and Europe in 
the New Global Community”. The theme was selected in recognition of two significant developments 
in the field of international relations. Firstly: The development of a new global community with new 
players, both at the sub-state and inter-state level, and new forms of influence and power. Secondly,the 
emergence of new, global challenges’:The developments in the Arab World,  Climate change  disasters, 
financial instability, terrorism, and the prevention of health pandemics, are all areas of activity that re-
quire the community to build sustainable, multilateral approaches.

In recognition of these developments, there is a demonstrable need to analyze and reflect on the activity 
of the US and Europe within this new context, and in addressing these new challenges. The conference 
will therefore begin with an assessment of the new global community: How has it been formed, how 
does it operate, and what changes are we likely see in the future. Following this, the focus will move 
to a consideration of the key challenges facing the global community today, from climate change and 
natural disasters to cultural differences. Finally, the program will build on these discussions to reflect 
on the positions of the US and Europe in this changing international environment and: What do their 
international partners expect of the US and Europe, and how can they forge stronger relations with 
countries in all regions to ensure the cooperation necessary to tackle the challenges ahead?

Symposium Speakers
Speakers during the Symposium will include leading figures and experts from international politics, 
academia, the diplomatic community, civil society and the private sector, from across the world. These 
speakers will include a number of individuals from the ICD Advisory Board.

http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/academy/index.php?en_calendar_symposium-2009
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Certificate of Attendance
All participants will be awarded an official certificate of attendance upon completion of the program, 
which will provide details of the speakers who took part and the topics discussed. Each certificate will 
be signed by two members of the ICD’s Advisory Board.

Sustainable Network
Symposium participants will become part of a growing international network of people from across the 
world with different fields of interest and levels of experience, who share a commitment to intercultural 
exchange. Participants will be able to remain in touch with each other through the ICD Online Network.

Symposium Participants
The Symposium is open to applications from diplomatic and political representatives, civil society prac-
titioners, private sector figures, journalists, young professionals, students and scholars, and other inter-
ested stakeholders in international relations from across the world.

Program Agenda
The program will focus in particular on the following issues:

The Changing Context of International Relations in the 21st Century

• The growing influence of non-state actors in international relations 
 (Focus:  Civil societies, NGOs, the private sector, regional organizations, citizen activism)

• New power arrangements: The growing role of regional organizations 
 (Focus:  The European Union, the African Union, ASEAN, NATO, ECOWAS)

• Globalization and the growing interdependence of domestic affairs 
 (Focus:  Drug trafficking, healthcare, education, immigration, terrorism)

Globalization and the Digital Revolution: New Forms of Interaction and  
Communication

• Protest and revolution in Northern Africa and Western Asia: The Role of Technology 
 (Focus:  Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, Iran, Bahrain)

• The digital revolution and new forms of active citizenship 
 (Focus:  The blogosphere, social media, Wikileaks, Twitter Tunisia, Egypt, and Iran)

• The evolution of the media in the Information Age 
 (Focus:  The CNN effect, citizen journalism, 24-hour news cycle)

http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/academy/index.php?en_calendar_symposium-2009
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America’s Role in the Future of the World Economy

• The challenges and opportunities of a knowledge-based economy 
 (Focus:  Information technology, the digital revolution, new media, internet economy)

• The US approach towards new global political and economic players 
 (Focus:  China, Brazil, India, the EU, Asia, North Africa)

• The importance of the transatlantic relationship to the US economy 
 (Focus:  Trade, investment, security partnerships, the EU economy)

• (Re-) Balancing global trade and business relations 
 (Focus:  China, the US trade imbalance, investment in Africa, free trade, fair-trade)

• Supporting and securing the global financial system 
 (Focus:  The IMF, the World Bank, currency depreciation, trade surpluses, international reserve 
currencies)

The Role of Cultural Diplomacy and Soft Power in US Foreign Policy

• Brand America: Understanding and shaping America’s image abroad 
 (Focus:  Nation branding, exceptionalism, philanthropy, film and television, Silicon Valley)

• New forms of power and influence in foreign policy 
 (Focus:  Cultural diplomacy, soft power, smart power, normative power)

• Promoting democracy and human rights abroad 
 (Focus:  The UN, civil society, freedom of speech, elections)

The Challenges Ahead: US Foreign Policy in the Next Two Decades

• The US approach to the global challenge of climate change 
 (Focus:  Copenhagen, Cancun, the UN, China-US relations)

• Understanding Islam: Assessing US and European Policies 
 (Focus:  Israel/Palestine, religious freedom, immigration and integration, Iran)

• Ensuring stability in Afghanistan and Central Asia 
 (Focus:  NATO, the UN, counter-insurgency, Israel/Palestine, political parties, religion)

• The Future of the United Nations in a Globalized World 
 (Focus:  Security Council reform, humanitarian intervention, climate change, democracy promo-
tion)

http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/academy/index.php?en_calendar_symposium-2009
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